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felt more hopelessly separated from her child than
ever, and she had seen enough of Italian convent
education and its results to convince her that it
meant moral and intellectual degradation and
death. Her despairing representations to this
effect were, of course, unanswered by Byron, who
contented himself with a Mephistophelian sneer
in showing her letter to the Hoppners.

With the true " malignity of those who turn
sweet food into poison, transforming all they touch
to the malignity of their own natures," 1 he had no
hesitation in giving credit to the reports about
Clare's life in the Shelleys' family, nor in openly
implying his own belief in their probable truth.

But for this, and for one great alarm caused
by the sudden and unaccountable stoppage of
Shelley's income (through a mistake which happily
was discovered and speedily rectified by his good
friend, Horace Smith), the spring was, for Mary,
peaceful and bright. She was assiduous in her
Greek studies, and keenly interested in the con-
temporary European politics of that stirring time ;
as full of sympathy as Shelley himself could be
with the numerous insurrectionary outbreaks in
favour of liberty. And when the revolution in
Greece broke out, and one bright April morning
Prince Mavrocordato rushed in to announce to her

1 Letter of Shelley's to Mr, Gisborne.    (The passage, in the original,
has no personal reference to Byron.)